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SENATE BI LL 5904

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2013 2nd Speci al Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 2nd Speci al Session
By Senators Hill, Hargrove, Litzow, and Billig
Read first tinme 04/09/13. Referred to Cormmittee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to high quality early |earning;, reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 43. 215. 405; adding new sections to chapter 43.215 RCW
creating new sections; recodifying RCW 43.215.141, 43.215.142, and
43. 215. 143; and provi ding an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that high quality
early learning opportunities are an inportant factor in |ifelong
success. The legislature is commtted to expanding high quality
evi dence-based early |learning opportunities in order to inprove
educati onal outcones. The legislature further finds that noving toward
effective and research-based practices are critical in achieving

educational and societal outcones fromearly | earning investnents. The
| egislature intends to continue inprovenents in early |earning through
ongoi ng evaluation, application of energing research, and enhanced
quality assurance. It is the intent of the |egislature that additional
investnments in early learning will be based on current information
regarding the nost efficient, research-based, and cost-effective
i nvestnents.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) During the 2013-2015 biennium the
departnent of early learning shall increase enrollnents in the early
| earni ng program established in RCW43. 215. 400 by ten percent fromthe
2011- 2013 bienniumenrol |l nents, subject to the availability of anounts
appropriated for this specific purpose. Rates paid for early |earning
program enrollments nmust also be increased by ten percent from the
2011- 2013 biennium during the 2013-2015 biennium subject to
availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose. The
departnment of early learning shall continue to review and eval uate the
contracts used to provide the early learning program to ensure the
contractors are operating research-based prograns in a cost-effective
manner .

(2) The departnent of early learning, along with the office of

financial nmanagenent, shall develop an inplenentation plan for
expanding the early |earning program established in RCW 43. 215. 400,
which will include, at a mninmm the nunber of new enrollnents to be

requested for each year, a detailed proposal for recruiting the
necessary contractors, and an oversight and evaluation design. The
departnent of early learning nust deliver this inplenentation plan to
the appropriate commttees of the | egislature by Septenber 30, 2013.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) During the 2013-2015 biennium the
Washi ngton state institute for public policy shall conduct a
conpr ehensi ve retrospective outcone evaluation and return on investnent
anal ysis of the early chil dhood program established in RCW43. 215. 400.
To the extent possible based on data availability, the eval uation nust:

(a) Assess both short-term and | ong-term outcones for participants
in the program including educational and social outcones;

(b) Exam ne the inpact of variables including, but not limted to,
program fiscal support, staff salaries, staff retention, education
|l evel of staff, full-day programm ng, half-day programm ng, and
cl assroom size on short-term and |ong-term outcones for program
partici pants;

(c) Report findings from a review of the research evidence on
conponents of successful early education programstrategies;

(d) Exam ne characteristics of parents participating in the early
chi | dhood and educati on assi stance program and

SB 5904. SL p. 2
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(e) Examne famly support services provided through early
chi | dhood prograns.

(2) The institute shall submt a report to the appropriate
commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 15, 2014.

(3) This section expires on Decenber 31, 2014.

Sec. 4. RCW43.215.405 and 2010 ¢ 231 s 7 are each reenacted and
anmended to read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 43.215.400 through 43.215.450,
43.215.141 (as_recodified by this_act), 43.215.142 (as_recodified by
this_ act), 43.215.143 (as_recodified by this_act), and 43.215.900
t hrough 43. 215. 903.

(1) "Advisory commttee" neans the advisory comnmttee under RCW
43. 215. 420.

(2) "Approved prograns” neans those state-supported education and
speci al assi stance prograns which are recogni zed by the departnent as
meeting the m nimum programrul es adopted by the departnent to qualify
under RCW 43.215.400 through 43.215.450 and 43.215.900 through
43. 215.903 and are designated as eligible for funding by the departnent
under RCW43. 215. 430 and 43. 215. 440.

(3) "Conprehensive" neans an assi stance programthat focuses on the
needs of the child and includes education, health, and fam |y support
servi ces.

(4) "Departnment” means the departnment of early | earning.

(5) "Eligible child" mans a child not eligible for kindergarten
whose famly inconme is at or below one hundred ten percent of the
federal poverty level, as published annually by the federal departnent
of health and human services, and includes a child whose famly is
eligible for public assistance, and who is not a participant in a
federal or state program providing conprehensive services; a child
eligible for special education due to disability under RCW28A. 155. 020;
and may include children who are eligible under rules adopted by the
departnment if the nunber of such children equals not nore than ten
percent of the total enrollment in the early childhood program
Priority for enrollnment shall be given to children from famlies with
the | owest inconme, children in foster care, or to eligible children
fromfamlies with nultiple needs.
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(6) "Famly support services" neans providing opportunities for
parents to:

(a) Actively participate in their child s early chil dhood program

(b) Increase their know edge of child devel opnment and parenting
skills;

(c) Further their education and training;

(d) Increase their ability to use needed services in the community;

(e) Increase their self-reliance.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. RCW 43. 215. 141, 43.215.142, and 43. 215. 143
are each recodified as sections under the subchapter heading "early
chi | dhood educati on and assi stance prograni in chapter 43.215 RCW

Passed by the Senate June 28, 2013.

Passed by the House June 27, 2013.

Approved by the Governor June 30, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State July 1, 2013.
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